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COUNTY ANNIVERSARIES. 


An impression seems to have 
gone abroad, that the celebration 
of County Sunday School Anni- 
versaries, is incompuible with a 
connexion with the Western Sun- 
day School Union. This suppo- 
sition must have been founded 
upoo a misunderstanding of the 
character of this institution. The 
Western Union is intended to be, 
so far as practicable, an associa- 
tion cf County Unions. It was 
organized for the purpose of con- 
centrating in one institution, the 
general powers and forces of in- 
dividual associations, and of put- 
ting in operation within its bouuds, 
more efficient measures for pro- 
moting the prosperity of the cause, 
than could be produced by the ef- 
forts of single counties. So far from 
the supposition which we spoke 
of, being correct, the Board of 
Managers recommend to their 
auxiliaries, the holdiag of County 
Anniversaries, as a measure of the 
first importance. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 


Tue children in the Sunday} 


School at Whitesborough, have 
contributed ten dollars to make 
their superintendent, Mr. L. Hot- 
BROOK, a life member of the Wes- 
tern Sunday Schoe! Union. 
Should this example be follow- 
ed by a few schools in connexion 


with the Union, the funds of this 
institution might at once be in- 
creased so as to enable the Board 
of Managers to pursue with effi- 
ciency, the means which they are 
adopting for the furtherance of 
the cause. 
— 

Tue managers of the Western 
Union are looking out for a com- 
petent person to fill the office of 
General Agent for the promotion 
of Sabbath Schools within their 
bounds. Asthe spring opens, it 
will be an important time for Sun- 
day School operations, Every 
thing should then be in readiness, 
that the work may be commen- 
ced and pursued with vigor and 
effect. 


ALBANY. 


Tue seventh annual report of the 
| Albany Sunday School Union, read at 
| their annual meeting, Oct. llth 1825, 
has been received. The society at this 
meeting resolved to extend their labors 
to the whole county, and therefore 
amended their constitution, and formed 
the “Albany County Sunday School 
Union Society,” which we doubt hot, 
will be the means of doing extensive 
good. : 

After an introduction, setting forth 
the value of Sunday Schols, the report 
says: 

This Union is an auxiliary to 
the American Sunday School Un- 





ion,locatedin Philadelphia. The 
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Parent society is, without doubt. 
One of the most important of all 
the benevolent institutions of the 
land: and while it receives new 
strength and dignity from its aux- 
iliaries, it gives them in return, 
and witha truly paternal spirit, 
encouragement, information and 
support, of the most important 
character. 

In one of the schools, several im- 
provements in the methods of teaching 
have been introduced, one of which we 
wish particularly to recommend. 


Our mode of instruction in the 
New Testament classes, is, that a 
select portion of Scripture, com- 
prising from 10 to 12 verses for 
each Sabbath in the year, except 
the second Sabbath in each month, 
when instead of the regular les- 
son, the card of rules and the ten 
commandments are recited. The 
teachers meet on Tuesday even- 
ings, and hear a lecture on the 
lesson, which enables them to 
teach more effectually ; and after. 
the scholar has heard the les- 
son explained, he recites it on the 
next Sabbath following and every 
quarter scholars are examined 
on the lessons, at which time the 
parents are requested to attend ; 
together with the pastor and mem- 
bers of the church. 


A CHILD’S REPROOF. 


In visiting the suburbs of the 
eity we have found evidence to 
convince us, more and more, of 
the importance of Sunday School 
instruction. In visiting one fam- 
ily, the mother observed during 
our conversation that her daugh 
ter had once attended the Sabbath 
School, and that she was pleaseo 
with the instruction th t she had 
receiyed ; the child, she told us, 
had reproved her in such a man- 
mer for working on the Sabbath 








that she never should forget it: 
the child observed, that her teach- 
er had said it was wicked to work, 
and that the day ought to be spent 
in reading and prayer. And have 


we not reason to believe that the 
instruction of the children will be 
blessed to the salvation of their 
parents ? 


DEATH OF SCHOLARS. 


Dearu has deprived us of one 
of our scholars, a boy about seven 
years of age. When he was en 
the bed of death, he requested his 
little play mates to go to the Sun- 
day School for (says he) it was 
there I learned the way to heav- 
en. A few moments before his 
death, he requested his father, 
who was supporting him in his 
arms, to lay him down, saying 
that he should soon be happy, and 
expired. 

Another school has been depri- 
ved of one of its scholars, a boy 
not six years old. ‘The last Sab- 
bath he attended school, he re- 
ceived a tract, which he took 
home to his mother, and told her 
it was the tract which taught him 
he was a sinner, and the way to 
heaven. On Tuesday following, 
he was taken sick, and on Satur- 
day of the same week he died.— 
From the time he was first taken 
sick, he seemed to be sensible 
that he should not live. To one 
who came to see him, he said, 
“don’t go away so soon, for it is but 
a little time that I can see you.” 
He also said, that he rejoiced that 
he had been to Sunday school, for 
it had been goodfor him. He of- 
ten repeated hymns and the Lord’s 
prayer, that he had learned at the 
school. At one time he called 
one of his school fellows and told 
him, he must be a good boy, and 
tell no lies, for if he did, he would 
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not goto heaven. He said he 
was willing and ready to die. for 
he longed to be with his Savior. 
His mother asked him if he was 
not afraid to die, and be laid in 
the ground ? He said, **O no, for 
then I shall be with my Jesus, my 
dear Savior,’’ and so he died. — 
Such a death, and such danguage 
from a child not six years old, is 
sufficient encouragement to en- 
gaze the heart of every follower 
of Jesus in this good work and la- 
bor of love, and to cause us to per- 
‘severe in well doing. 


LITTLE JANE. 





A wittLe girl whose name is 
Jane, was admitted irito our school 
at its commencement ; in process | 
of time she brought her two broth- | 
ers along with her ; she was taught ! 
by her teacher, that when she | 


arose in the morning, she should | 


praise God for her keeping thro’. 
the night, as well as implore his 
protection for the ensuing day ; 
and to commit herself to his keep- 
ing through the silent watches of 
the night. It appears that she 
continued to follow the directions 
of her teacher till; strange as it 
may appear, she was prevented by 
her father, who upon observing 
her and her brethers kneel down 
at their bed-side to commit them- 
selves to the care of their heav- 
enly Father, peremptorily forbade 
them to do se any more. - The 
child arose ‘and wept: and from 
that time was under the disagree 
able necessity of discontinuing 
her religious exercises until her 
privileges were restored to ber 
by the interfering hand of provi- 
dence, owing to the following cir- 
cumstance. Her father became 





suddenly indisposed ; and convin- 
ced, as he then was, that he was 
without God and without hope in 





| 


the world, in the agony of his min 
he called upen his children t® 
ray for him: little Jane cam® 
weeping to his bed side, and said 
“father, when I wished to pray 
fi r you, you would not permit me, 
bat I will pray for you as well as 
Ican.”” She accordinngly knelt 
down and prayed for her futher. 


ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH. 


One teacher and twelve schol- 
ars have made a public profession 
of their faith in Christ during the 
past six months; and there are 
a few others upon whom we have 
every reason to hope a change 
has been wrought through the 
sanctification of the Spirit and be- 
lief in the truth. 

DEATH OF A TEACHER. 


Since our last report. it has 
pleased providence to remove from 
us one of our teachers by death. 
She fell indeed in the spring of 
life, but we trust she was ripe for 
heaven. Her life was short, but 
she lived long enough to give her 
heart to God, and cheerfully con- 
secrate her time and her talents to 
his service. While we mourn 
over the early departure of one 
who bid fair to be a benefit to the 
world, and promised much to the 
cause of Sunday Schools, in which 
she was engaged; we are com- 
forted with the hope that, thongh 
she has left the service of God on 
earth, she has entered on his wor- 
ship in heaven. While she was 
emploved in teaching, she became 
savingly acquainted with the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and ever after, she 
lived a life of humble prayer, and 
patient labour in the cause. Her 
death was triumphant and glori- 
ous.—When the objects of this 
world receded from her view, her 
hopes were brightened, and her 
hold on heaven strengthened.— 





104 


SABBATH SCHOOL VISITANT. 





Her attachment to Sunday Schools | 
continued to the last. Whenshe 
stood on the verge of eternity, an: 

from thence, perhaps, ‘perceived 
some glimpse of the glory within. 
she then saw more fully the val 

ue of the immortal soul, and used 
her expiring breath to exhort 
Sunday School teachers to be 
faithful to the souls committed to 
their care. 

* CONCERT OF PRAYER. 


Tue teachers of all the schools 
belong to the Union, and hold a 
monthly concert for prayer.— 
These meetings bring them often 
together, give them the most fa- 
vorable opportunity to be mutual 
helpers to each others joy. “to 
provoke one another to love and 
good works,” and to propose 
those plans that may enable them 


to premote his cause in whose 
service they are engaged. 
LIBRARIES. 
We have learned with pleasure 
that many of our schools have es 
tablished Librartes for the use of 


their pupils. ‘The teachers are 
able to place in the hands of the 
children books suited to their ca- 
pacities ; and by this simple and 
wise plan, to continue the labors 
of the Sabbath through the whole 
week. The Board earnestly rec- 
ommend their establishment in all 
our schools. 
TEACHER’S MANUAL. 


We have recently seen a pub- 
lication from the, American Sun- 
day School press, entitled the 
“*Teacher’s Manual.’ which we 
think ought to be in the hands of 
every teacher of a Sunday School 
For sound, practical and wise 
views—for important instruction 
and close and powerful applica- 
tion, it is unrivalled in that class of 








publications. f 


from the Sunday School Magazine, 

“ Samuel, why don’t you pay as 
creat attention to vour lessons, and 
mind what I say to you, as Virgine 
ia does ?”’ said a young lady one 
day to herlittle brother, a child of 
five vears old, when she was teach- 
ing him and a neichbor’s daughter. 
He replied, '* Because, sister, you 
are home-folks to me, and yon are 
not home-folks to Virginia.” 

This answer of little Samuel’s 
strnck me most forcibly at that 
time, and has occurred to me fre-: 
quently since, as being the reasom 
why children improve more rap- 
idly under strangers. than they do 
at home; because they are too much 
familiarized to ** home-folks.”’ It 
furnishes an argument in favor 
of the rich sending their chil- 
dren to Sabbath schools: because, 
in the first place, although they 
may give them pious instruction 
themselves, yet, being ‘* home- 
folks,” they may not make as deep 
an. impression as when bestowed. 
by one with whom they are not so 
intimate, whose teaching has the 
impressive charm of novelty. And 
in the secon: place, because there 
are some things ** home-folks”* may 
deem unnecessary to mention, 
which one who sees the child but 
seldom may think important. 

Ed 

The general illness which pre- 
vails, has prevented the appear- 
ance of the Visitant in better sea- 
son. The same cause compels 
us to omit the title-page, contents, 
&c. in the present numbery They 
‘hall accompany the first number 
of the ensuing volume. 





An interesting -report from the 
school in Rome, is received. It shall 
appear in our next. 

Also, Directions for the internal 
management of Sabbath Schools :— 
from the Managers of the W. 8. S. W- 





